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Chief Executive Officer
WJEC
21 March 2019
Dear Roderic,

Teaching of Welsh history and culture in schools

The Culture, Welsh Language and Communications Committee is scrutinising
the teaching of Welsh history, culture and heritage in schools.
During the summer of 2018 we ran a public poll inviting members of the public
to select the topic of our next inquiry. Nearly 2,500 people participated in the
poll and 44% of them voted for this topic.
In February, we held an event to hear from practitioners and others
interested in this issue. There were many comments on the importance of
teaching Welsh history to give children a sense of identity. Whilst we are
clear that there are requirements to teach aspects of Welsh history in the
curriculum and within exam syllabuses, it was clear that there is a perception
from professionals that the reality on the ground is quite different. This is
obviously of great concern and an issue that we feel must be resolved at a
time when the new curriculum is being developed and implemented.
I would be grateful if you could provide us with information on the following:
•
•
•

•

Please can you detail the Continuing Professional Development
training courses you provide that supports the teaching of Welsh
history at GCSE and A level?
What learning resources, for teachers and pupils, are available that
support the teaching of Welsh history at GCSE and A level?
For the History A/AS level, introduced for teaching from 2015, do you
have any data that indicates the amount of specifically Welsh history
that learners are studying?’
Is the WJEC aware of any issues regarding schools’ compliance with the
requirement in the GCSE specification to teach Wales specific content?

I would be grateful for your response to these questions by 24 April in order
to inform our work.
Yours sincerely,

Bethan Sayed
Chair of the Committee

