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Dear Mike,
Thank you for your letter of 27 March seeking my views on the issues raised by the
Recognition of Parental Alienation petition (Petition P-O5-751).
In light of recent developments, the Family Justice Network for Wales reviewed its position
on parental alienation at its meeting on 28 March. The Network recognises some parents
can behave in a way that alienates the other parent from their child’s life and acknowledges
the significant impact this type of behaviour can have on the emotional well being of the
child.
Network members agreed that under existing legislation, the Family Court already has
sufficient range of powers to deal with cases where alienating behaviours feature and where
appropriate, cases can and have been considered by Welsh local authorities under child
protection procedures. On that basis, the Network’s view remains unchanged in that
parental alienation should continue to be dealt with using current legal provisions.
The court has wide discretion to make arrangements designed to meet a child’s needs and
has the power to ask CAFCASS Cymru to prepare a welfare report into any matters relevant
to the child or family. CAFCASS Cymru practitioners, as professionally qualified social
workers, are trained to understand and recognise the potential for implacable hostility by a
party in divorce or separation cases and its potential impact on the child..
Yours sincerely

Carl Sargeant AC/AM
Ysgrifennydd y Cabinet dros Gymunedau a Phlant
Cabinet Secretary for Communities and Children
Bae Caerdydd • Cardiff Bay
Caerdydd • Cardiff
CF99 1NA
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